
 

 
 

March 1, 2017 
 

William C. Lewis Dual Language Elementary School 

 Beehive News  

Half of the year is gone.  It has been exciting thus far!   We are now on the final stretch of this 

schoolyear.   There are many new learning activities that have begun this year at Lewis.   For the first 

time, during our after-school program, our students are learning American Sign Language.   The last 

day of the after-school program students will be signing a song from Michael Jackson to the rest of 

the students.   In addition, our Spanish Drama Club will be performing to our Lewis families on 

Wednesday, April 5.   We are asking for a donation of $1 per person.   Also this year for the first time 

our fifth grade students are learning ballroom dancing.  Thanks to the Lewis staff and the PTA for 

helping us to fund this great program.   We will be having a final presentation in May.   Keep your 

calendars open.  We are not done yet with much more to come.   So make sure you keep your phone 

number and home address updated in our system.   

In this section I just want to remind you of information we sent home at the beginning of the school 
year. 

 School begins at 8:35 a.m.  Please do not leave your students unsupervised outside of the 
school. 

 Breakfast starts at 8:15.m.  Students need to enter through the cafeteria doors. 

 Our school uniform is navy blue pants and yellow shirt with a collar.   Students are not allowed to 
wear jeans unless it is a N.U. T. (No Uniform Day) day.   Make sure your student wear a belt.  If 
you have any gently used uniforms that do not fit your student please donate them to the 
school. 

 Please check the lost and found section of the school for any clothing children have misplaced.  

 Thank you, and until next time!  

  

  

  

Message from the Beekeeper’s Corner 
 Dear Parents 

                                                                                 Ariadna Castaneda, Principal  
                                                                                                            Amy O’Neill, Assistant Principal 

                  

      Please mark the following  

upcoming events on your cal-

endars! 

More details will be sent 

home with your children re-

garding these events. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 Friday, March 24 
“Lewis Got  Talent     
Show”  6—7 p.m. 
 Friday, March 24 
   PBS event—Movie Day 
 Tuesday, March 28 
Elementary Chroal Con-
cert in Cab Calloway @ 7 
p.m. 
 Wedneday, March 29 
Last day of Afterschool 
Soccer tournament 
 Thursday, March 30 
NO UNIFORM DAY 
PBS raffle 
 Friday, March 31 
NO School 
 Tuesday, April 4 
New Kn visitors 
 Wednesday, April 5 
Spanish Drama Club 
Presentation  6-7:00 
p.m.  
 Friday, April 7 
PTA Movie Night 6-8 p.m.  
 Friday, April 14   
NO school—Spring break 
begins 
 

 

Lewis Third Graders went on a field trip to the Hagley Museum in Wilmington to learn  

more about their social studies unit centering on money and means of production. 

 

Tell me and I forget. 

Teach me and I remem-

ber. Involve me and I 

learn. –Benjamin Franklin 

Our mission is to provide a direct, effective, and guaranteed curriculum in a safe, positive and diverse en-

vironment in order to foster bilingual literacy and the success of every student in a global society. 
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Kindergarten News 

Second Grade News 
Wow!  We cannot believe that it is already February.  The year has flown right by! In English in the third marking period, we will 

continue unit 4.  Our new theme will be “Our Changing World.”    We will focus on understanding how things change and how 

the stay the same.  We will read about how familiar things can help us with changes and we will investigate how pumpkins 

change as they grow.  To help us understand what we read we will learn to compare and contrast, and identify fact and opin-

ion.  We will also begin unit 5.  The new theme is Responsibility.  We will be learning about being a responsible member of a 

community like a firefighter, and how to be responsible to a pet and to a friend. To help us understand what we are reading we 

will learn comprehension strategies like finding the main idea, looking at the plot and theme of a story, and understanding the 

author’s purpose. 

In Spanish reading, students will be finishing up the unit on nouns as we examine the difference between individual and collec-

tive nouns.  We will begin the next unit on verbs and learn about past, present, and future tense and how to conjugate verbs in 

each tense. 

In Math we will move on to two digit subtraction.  We will be learning similar strategies that we learned to do addition.  We will 

be using place value to subtract, and learning how to break apart a 100 into tens and a 10 into ones to subtract.  We will look at 

how to relate addition and subtraction and see how that relationship will help us subtract by examining two digit fact families.  

The last section of unit four will have us practicing subtraction word problems. 

First Grade News 

We have now passed the 100th day of school, how exciting! In first grade English we are finishing up working with r-
controlled vowels. As the month goes on we will move on to working with reading and writing words that contain vowel teams 
such as ai, ay, ea, oa, ow, and ie. We will also begin learning how to write with adjectives and how to identify adjectives in a 
sentence.  

In Spanish we will be working on reading, writing, and saying words with consonant blends such as br, dr, gl, bl, and 
many more. We will also be working on writing and identifying adjectives just like we will be doing in our English language class-
room. In our Spanish classroom we will be starting by learning about adjectives for color and shape.  

For math we will continue to review and practice addition and subtraction to 20, specifically working with missing ad-
dend and word problems. We ask that you encourage your children to practice their math facts at home independently when 
possible. Our major focus in math will be shifting towards learning about tens and ones. We will be learning that numbers be-
yond 9 can be made up of groups of tens and some ones. This is a crucial skill for understanding place value which will be im-
portant for future grades.  

 We have made it through the first one hundred days of kindergarten! Your children have learned and matured so much in the 
past hundred days, we hope that you feel as proud of them as we do! 

In English, we have been reading stories about how plants, animals, and people change as we grow. We read stories about 
panda cubs, butterflies, frogs, seeds, and children. In English science, we planted seeds in our classrooms and we are tracking 
their growth. We celebrated the Chinese New Year, Valentine’s / Friendship day, and the 100th day with games and activities. 
We have covered all of the letters and letter sounds in the alphabet. Our new sight words include for, he, she, look, me, of, 
you, they, and with. We have begun teaching our Social Emotional curriculum as well, focusing on identifying how other peo-
ple are feeling by seeing with our eyes, listening with our ears, and asking with our words. 

In Spanish, students have been working on reading and writing sentences with a and e (ex. Papa sale de la casa). Also, we are 
working on high frequency words such as esta, al lado, quiero, un, and una. Students have been practicing having short con-
versations with their peers using sentences frames such as: “Que es esto?” “Es un/una ____.” “Donda esta?” “Esta en ____.” 
“Que quieres?” “Quiero un ____.” The math skills that the children have been learning include teen numbers, thinking about 
the parts of a number (ex. 15 is a 10 and a 5). Students have been working on word problems in addition and subtraction as 
well. In science, we have been building different objects such as a swing, spinner, and slide, to practice the forces of push, pull, 
and go.Thank you for those who contributed to our Valentine’s Day party by sending a dollar or Valentine cards for their class-
mates. We ask that you diligently check your child’s agenda every night for homework, important papers from the school, and 
notes from the teacher on the daily page. Please continue to practice the sight word activities, reading books every night, and 
completing the homework with your child.  
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In English, students are currently in Unit 5, focusing on Culture with the theme of “What happens when two 
ways of life come together?” Students have been focusing on a wide range of comprehension skills including com-
pare and contrast, fact and opinion, drawing conclusions, author’s purpose and sequencing. We also recently went 
on a field trip to the Hagley Museum in Wilmington to coincide with our social studies unit centering on money and 
means of production. The third grade team would like to thank our chaperones and the Hagley Museum staff for help-
ing make this trip possible! 

For Spanish, we have finished unit 2 of literacy which centered on the theme “What are smart ways that prob-
lems are solved?” We have now begun unit 3 of literacy which has the central question “Cuáles son las conexiones 
entre los seres humanos y la naturaleza?In grammar we have focused on topics such as singular and plural nouns. 
We have been practicing phonetic concepts such as non-dipthong vowels (hiato) such as “ea” (tarea), “oa” or “eo” for 
example. We have also been learning about different reading skills including compare and contrast and identifying 
story elements such as setting and characters. 

In math, students have finished unit 2 and have been working on their multiplication tables 1-
10 and solving word problems including multiplication and division. We are now working on fractions in 
unit 7. Students are learning how to identify numerators and denominators in fractions and will continue 
working on representing fractions with fraction bars, circles, and number lines. We will also begin work-
ing on identifying equivalent fractions and how to represent them. 
Finally, in science we are wrapping up our unit on rocks and earth materials, and will be beginning our 

spring science unit, Water, in the coming months. 

Fifth Graders are  beginning Unit 5 of the Scott Foresman Reading series.  The unit theme is: “Who 

goes seeking adventure and why?” The Reading skills they have mastered and are continuing to re-

view are sequencing, summarizing, determining importance, main ideas, author’s purpose, and 

cause and effect.  They are now beginning predictions and inferences and will be beginning to work 

on high level questioning.   

In Math students are continuing to solve multiple digit area problems in their math expressions     

curriculum. Please remember that reinforcing concepts at home or simply making sure they are do-

ing their homework on a regular basis will help them to prepare for Middle School! Thank you for 

your help! 

Third Grade News 

Fourth Grade  

Fifth Grade  

Our Fourth Graders had a wonderful Hooray Day Celebration at the end of January. It made us proud to honor these 

students for their “Hard Work, Cooperation, Kindness and Responsibility”. 

Our students have been working hard in English concentrating on concepts such as Compare and Contrast, and Con-

text Clues while we are preparing for our Smarter Assessments. 

In Mathematics, our fourth graders have been working on Division with reasoning and solving word problems.    We 

are also hard at work with Multiplication problems with more than one step. 

On February 14th, several 4th graders participated in the Youth in City Government National Party Convention. Stu-
dents ran for the positions of mayor, treasurer, president of city council, and at-large city council members. They 
worked hard to write and deliver speeches that showed their passion and knowledge about important issues like 
bullying, and made their teachers and classmates proud! 
In Science our students are learning about Electricity and Magnetism creating electrical circuits. Look for us on our 

Lewis Twitter! 

 



William C. Lewis Dual Language 
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MOVIE DAY March 24th 

Students will earn buzzy bucks so that 
they can participate in movie day ! 

Why? To foster positive attitudes and 
good behavior at Lewis Elementary! 

PTA 

We have  

“Bee Lingual Pride!” Library is a-buzz during Black History Month! We are reading, playing 

games and getting ready for our guest author, Donna Washington, coming 

March 1st.   

In Music class we are very happy that we got our recorders and swabs for 4th and 
5th grade. We are learning notes B, A, G and playing along different music 
styles. We are learning also to be responsible with our instrument.   

In Gym students will participate in a basketball unit.  Students will learn and prac-
tice dribbling, passing, and shooting.  

In art we are celebrating the African American culture by learning about and mak-
ing art from Africa. Students are also actively learning how to critic/ discuss works 
of art by using our art vocabulary words. 

In the next few months the students will be preparing their artwork for a few art 
events that will take place in May.  

Related Arts 

  Lewis PBS News! 

 

Next PTA meeting will be on Wednesday, April 12. 

6-7p.m. Childcare is provided. 

 

PTA Movie Night is Friday, April 7  

Beginning at 6 –8 p.m.  $1 per person .  Children un-

der 4 is free.  

 

 . 

NOTES FROM THE BANDWAGON 

Congratulations to the beginner band stu-
dents, for a successful winter concert! Please 
make a note of our SPRING CONCERT date: Thurs-
day, May 25, 2017. We will play for the school in 
the afternoon, and we will play again at 7pm for 
all of the families to watch! 

We have band lessons EVERY TUESDAY- please 
help your child to bring the instrument on band 
day!!!Please discover the BAND YOUTUBE CHAN-
NEL ( www.youtube.com/RedClayBeginnerBand ). 
There are many useful videos for the students, to 
learn how to play new notes and new songs, and 
for the parents to learn how to help their children 
to practice! 

http://www.youtube.com/RedClayBeginnerBand

